
Correspondence from the Public Audit Committee to Skills Development 
Scotland, dated 3 June 2014 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Public Audit Committee to thank you and your 
colleagues for the oral evidence you gave to the Committee on the Auditor General 
for Scotland entitled Modern Apprenticeships, at its meeting on 28 May 2014. 
 
You should receive an electronic transcript of the evidence given to the Committee 
from the Official Report, allowing you to examine it for factual errors. The Official 
Report is available on the Public Audit Committee’s web page at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29860.
aspx 
 
At the meeting, SDS committed to respond to the Committee with a breakdown of 
the age profile for Modern apprenticeships provided to those aged over 24 years. 
 
In considering the AGS’s report recommendations the Committee agreed to seek 
further information from SDS on: 

 the specific objectives of the Modern Apprenticeship programme and in 
particular the relative priority of each of those objectives; 

 what work, if any, SDS is undertaking with the Scottish Government to 
develop outcome measures to assess the long-term benefits of modern 
apprenticeships; 

 what work SDS is undertaking with awarding bodies and QA accreditation to 
improve quality assurance arrangements including good practice, and 
agreeing who is responsible for acting on and reporting concerns about 
training provider performance. 

 
I would be grateful for a response by noon on Wednesday 18 June, so the 
Committee can consider your response prior to the Parliament’s summer recess. Our 
normal practice is to publish relevant evidence that is sent to us on our website and 
we may also include it in the hard copy of any committee report. Further information 
on the publication of written submissions is set out on the Parliament’s website at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx 
 
I have also enclosed a witness feedback form.  I would be grateful if you could 
complete and return the form via email or you can request a pre-paid envelope to be 
provided. Should you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me 
via the contact details provided above. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Jane Williams 
Clerk to the Committee 
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